
GGOOIINNGG  GGRREEEENN
Everyone, it seems, is going green. In
our architectural practice, we have
witnessed the widespread embrace of
a concept we are fortunate to have
been promoting since the early
1980’s – that sustainable design can
save energy and provide healthy
interior environments without sacrificing
budget or constructability. While this
movement has resonated with our
clients in diverse projects throughout

the public and private sectors, it has a
special significance in education.
Beyond contributing to better learning
conditions, the infusion of sustainable
elements in schools provides teachers

with concrete instructional tools to help
convey environmental concepts and
nurture behaviors in our children that
will yield a more sustainable future. 
We have found that beyond the

unique scope and challenges of any
project, the sensibilities and priorities
of our clients greatly influence
the sustainable strategies ultimately
employed. There are many motives to
pursue green building solutions

ranging from the purely financial
(reduce energy costs) to the
environmental (use less natural
resources) to the promotional (green is
red hot!) to all of the above. KCBA

Greetings to friends past and present! Well, it is
spring once again and much has changed in our
world since we last saw the green of summer.
Since “Going Green” is the theme of this
newsletter, I thought it important to share some
thoughts on the opportunities that the current
economic situation presents for all of us. Over the
past 36 years, KCBA has been challenged by the
numerous ups and downs of our economy. We
have emerged as a stronger business and a more
cohesive team each time because circumstances
required us to carefully examine the quality
of our process and the appropriateness of
our product in order to best serve our
clients’ needs. Likewise, we believe when
our nation emerges from its current
economic condition, it too will be stronger,
in part because of the spreading awareness
and attention to laying the foundation for a
brighter and more sustainable future.
Nowhere is this more applicable than in the
educational realm as school projects present
an opportunity to implement energy saving
measures (that ultimately save public
dollars) while at the same time provide a
concrete example of environmental
responsibility to the next generation. During
this season of renewal, let us all pause for a
moment to consider our part in a future
where sensible, efficient, and cost-effective
design solutions are the norm.

Robert Kelly, AIA
President
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KCBA is a full service architectural
firm that specializes in educational
facility planning and design. Founded
in 1972, our staff of 60 in-house
professionals provides the following
services and expertise: 

Architectural Design
Interior Design
Structural Engineering
Landscape Architecture
Land Planning
Facilities Needs Assessment
Educational Space Planning
Library Planning
Food Services Planning
PDE Process Experts
LEED Professional Firm
Energy Star Partner
CDT Professional Firm
IBC Code Specialists
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KCBA is proud to announce the
completion of BCCC’s Lower Bucks
Campus, a 60,000 square foot multi-
purpose academic and commons
building in Bristol Township. A heavy
emphasis was placed on sustainable
design strategies throughout the
building including window sunscreens,
daylight harvesting, energy efficient
lighting systems, a geothermal
mechanical system, and the use of
native plant materials.

Steve Cromity is volunteering with the Philadelphia
affiliate of ACE Mentors Program, an organization that
introduces high school students to the fields of
architecture, construction, and engineering. The
group is currently leading students through the
development of a conceptual residential project.

Monique McCray has been appointed treasurer of
PhilaNOMA, the Philadelphia Chapter of the
National Organization of Minority Architects.
Monique is also continuing her involvement with
programs that introduce the field of architecture to
students such as AIE (Architecture in Education)
and Camp Sustain.Ability.

A number of KCBA employees led a design charette
with students from the Lower Merion High School
Technology Student Association as they prepared a
building model of an emergency medical clinic for
an architectural competition. After placing 2nd in
the regional round, the team is preparing for the
state level!

Two KCBA employees have increased their
involvement with the Philadelphia Chapter of the
Construction Specifications Institute. Jim Stewart is
serving as a Director and Program Chair and Walt
Zapor as a Director for the organization whose
mission is to improve the quality of construction in
the region.

Bob Kelly, KCBA’s President, has been elected to
serve on the Board of Directors of AIA Philadelphia
and the Philadelphia Center for Architecture for a
two-year term. His primary goal in this endeavor will
be to work with the other directors to expand the
reach of these organizations throughout
southeastern Pennsylvania.

Congratulations to Steve Jack, part of a group that
participated in a design competition sponsored by
the Schuylkill Center for Environmental Education.
The team’s entry, Woodland Canopy, will be one of
six semi-permanent shelters built in a nature
preserve to spread awareness of sustainable
building techniques in the natural world.


